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Introduction 

The evolving nature of terrorism in the Middle East has transformed global security concerns. 

While terrorism itself is not new, regional instability, systemic corruption, and easier access to advanced 

weaponry have created a threat of unprecedented complexity and scale. As of 2025, conflicts in the region 

continue to create power vacuums that allow terrorist organisations to expand their influence, fund their 

operations through illicit networks, and acquire weaponry once reserved for state militaries. 

 

Groups like the Islamic State (ISIS), Al-Qaeda, Hezbollah, Hamas, and other insurgent militias 

operate with remarkable sophistication. Their ability to finance operations through illegal oil trade, 

kidnapping, drug trafficking, and cybercrime demonstrates that terrorism today is as much an industry as 

it is an ideology. 

 

Moreover, weak governance and internal corruption allow terrorist actors to infiltrate law 

enforcement and military systems. These gaps in state security, combined with foreign intervention and 

economic collapse, have made the Middle East a volatile hotspot for extremist ideologies. 

 

It is the responsibility of the global community, led by the United Nations and its affiliated 

organisations, to take urgent and coordinated steps to counteract the spread of terrorism, restore state 

functionality, and prevent the militarisation of non-state actors. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

Terrorism 
The calculated use of unlawful violence threatens civilians or infrastructure to achieve political, religious 

or ideological goal/s. 

 

Non-State Actors 
Individuals or organisations not affiliated with any national government but capable of influencing 

political outcomes or wielding military power. 

 

Regional Instability 
The condition in which countries within a specific region experience chronic conflict, poor governance, 

civil unrest, and breakdown of institutional order. 

 

Corruption 
The abuse of public power or position for personal gain, often through bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, 

or coercion. 

 

Advanced Weaponry 
Weapons that incorporate modern technologies such as drone systems, cyber weapons, MANPADS 

(man-portable air-defence systems), IEDs, and precision-guided munitions. 

 

Proxy Warfare 
Conflict where two opposing powers use third parties as substitutes for fighting each other directly. 

 

Radicalization 
The process by which individuals adopt extremist views that may lead to acts of terrorism. 

 

Arms Trafficking 
The illegal trade and distribution of weapons and ammunition across borders, often to non-state actors. 
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Background Information 

Historical Background Information 
 
Colonial Legacy and Arbitrary Borders​

The colonial division of the Middle East after World War I, especially the Sykes-Picot Agreement, created 

national borders without regard for ethnic, tribal, or religious groups. This resulted in long-standing 

disputes and disenfranchisement of key communities, sowing the seeds for radical movements. 

Rise of Islamist Extremism​

Islamist extremist ideology grew during the late 20th century in response to secular regimes, foreign 

occupation, and regional inequality. The 1979 Iranian Revolution and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 

galvanised militant Islamist movements, many of which would later evolve into global terrorist networks. 

US Invasion of Iraq and Syrian Civil War​

The 2003 US invasion of Iraq led to the dismantling of Ba’athist institutions and widespread chaos. This 

power vacuum contributed to the rise of insurgent groups. Similarly, the Syrian civil war, which began in 

2011, allowed for groups like ISIS to capture territory and resources. 

State Corruption and Ineffective Governance​

Authoritarian regimes in countries such as Syria, Iraq, and Yemen have historically marginalised large 

segments of their populations. Corruption in public offices and the military has allowed terrorist groups to 

bribe their way through security infrastructure. 

Weapon Proliferation and Smuggling​

The fall of Gaddafi’s Libya in 2011 resulted in massive arms caches flooding black markets across the 

region. Conflict zones like Yemen and Syria have become arms trafficking corridors, allowing groups to 

purchase anti-tank missiles, drones, and other advanced weaponry. 

Digital Recruitment and Cyber Warfare​

Modern terrorist groups utilize social media, encrypted messaging apps, and dark web platforms for 

recruitment, training, propaganda, and funding through cryptocurrencies. 
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Current Situation 
As of 2025, the Middle East continues to face a dangerous intersection of corruption and 

terrorism, with numerous states struggling to prevent the diversion of arms into the hands of non-state 

actors. According to Transparency International, corruption plays a direct role in enabling weapons to 

leak from state stockpiles, procurement pipelines, and security forces. Cases of bribery, embezzlement, 

and collusion within the military or police have been reported across Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and Libya, often 

in conflict or post-conflict zones where oversight is weakest. 

Terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda affiliates have adapted their strategies to exploit these 

systemic weaknesses. Despite losing territorial control, they now function through decentralised cells that 

rely on illicit weapons flows, smuggling routes, and financing networks sustained by corrupt state actors 

or complicit officials. In Yemen, arms provided to government-aligned forces have ended up in black 

markets or in the hands of extremist militias, while in Iraq, high-level corruption continues to undermine 

counterterrorism and border control efforts. 

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) warns that trade-based money laundering, misuse of 

charitable organisations, and crypto-financing remain common tactics for terrorist funding, often enabled 

by weak institutional checks. Efforts to regulate drone and small arms transfers are hampered by 

corruption at ports and border checkpoints. 

International responses have been fragmented. Though various UN resolutions and task forces 

exist, enforcement remains uneven, especially in states where political elites benefit from the status quo. 

Without systemic reforms in transparency, arms auditing, and legal accountability, the risk of terrorist 

groups acquiring advanced weaponry through state corruption will remain an enduring threat. 

 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved 

Islamic Republic of Iran 
Iran has long supported groups such as Hezbollah in Lebanon and Shia militias in Iraq and Syria. Tehran 

views these groups as strategic proxies against Western and Gulf state influence, although they are widely 

recognised as terrorist organisations. 
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Saudi Arabia 
While the country combats terrorism within and outside its borders, the propagation of Wahhabism has 

been linked to radicalisation. Wahhabism, is a strict and ultraconservative interpretation of Sunni Islam 

originating in the 18th century, which has historically shaped Saudi Arabia’s religious institutions and 

influenced extremist ideologies across the Muslim world. 

 

Turkey 
Turkey faces threats from both ISIS and Kurdish militant groups such as the PKK. Its military operations 

in northern Syria have targeted both terrorist and opposition groups, complicating international alliances. 

 

United States of America 
The US maintains a significant military and intelligence footprint in the region. It leads international 

coalitions against ISIS and conducts counterterrorism drone strikes, although its interventions have 

sometimes fueled further radicalisation. 

 

Israel 
Surrounded by hostile actors, Israel prioritises intelligence gathering and high-tech counterterrorism 

measures. It regularly engages in preemptive strikes against Iranian-linked targets in Syria and Gaza. 

 

Syria 
A central battleground for terrorism due to the ongoing civil war. Both ISIS and Al-Qaeda affiliates have 

been established here. Government-aligned forces have been accused of complicity in supporting certain 

militias. 

 

Iraq 
Iraq has struggled to maintain control over its western and northern territories since the fall of ISIS’s 

territorial caliphate. Persistent corruption and weak governance have allowed weapons and funding to 

leak into the hands of insurgent groups. Despite extensive international assistance, militia influence within 

state institutions continues to undermine counterterrorism operations and national unity. The enduring 

sectarian divide and economic instability make Iraq a continuing hotspot for extremist resurgence. 
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Yemen 
Yemen’s civil war has evolved into a complex proxy conflict between Iran and Saudi Arabia, severely 

weakening central governance. This instability has allowed groups like Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula (AQAP) and ISIS to expand their influence and access to arms through smuggling networks. 

Corruption among local authorities and security forces has further facilitated arms diversion and extremist 

financing. The resulting humanitarian crisis has deepened social unrest, creating fertile ground for 

radicalisation. 

 

United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) 
The CTC was established under UN Security Council Resolution 1373 to coordinate global efforts against 

terrorism. It monitors member states’ compliance with international counterterrorism obligations, 

particularly regarding terrorist financing and arms control. The committee also facilitates 

capacity-building initiatives to strengthen judicial, intelligence, and border security institutions in 

vulnerable states. However, its effectiveness is often limited by inconsistent state cooperation, political 

constraints, and resource disparities among member nations. 

 

Interpol and Europol 
Interpol and Europol play critical roles in enhancing international law enforcement cooperation against 

terrorism and arms trafficking. They coordinate intelligence sharing, issue alerts for suspected terrorists, 

and track cross-border criminal networks involved in weapons smuggling. Both organisations have 

established specialized task forces to disrupt illicit financial flows and the movement of foreign terrorist 

fighters. Despite progress, differing national laws and data-sharing restrictions continue to hinder the full 

effectiveness of their operations. 

 
Timeline of Events 
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Date Description of Event 

1979  

 

Iranian Revolution 

The Islamic Revolution in Iran resulted in the overthrow 

of the Shah and the establishment of a theocratic regime. 

This event significantly empowered Islamist movements 

and contributed to the rise of sectarian militias across the 

region. 
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2001 

 

 

September 11th Attacks 

The September 11 attacks remains one of the most 

devastating terrorist-caused events in history. Al-Qaeda 

terrorists hijacked four aeroplanes and carried out suicide 

attacks against targets in the United States, including the 

World Trade Centre and the Pentagon. The attacks directly 

involved the US in the fight against danger posed by 

terrorist groups. 

2003 

 

 

India and Pakistan’s Nuclear Tests. 

The removal of Saddam Hussein destabilised Iraq, giving 

rise to sectarian conflict and laying the foundation for 

groups like Al-Qaeda in Iraq and later ISIS. 

2011 

 

Arab Spring 

Protests across the Arab world led to regime changes in 

Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and civil war in Syria and Yemen. 

These conflicts created authority and power absences that 

terrorist groups exploited. 

2014 

 

Rise of the ISIS Caliphate 

ISIS captured major cities, including Mosul and Raqqa, 

declaring a caliphate and attracting foreign fighters from 

over 80 countries. 

2015 

 

Russian Military Intervention in Syria 

Russia’s entry into the Syrian conflict altered the balance 

of power and complicated efforts to fight both terrorism 

and government repression. 

 

2017 

 

 

 

 

Fall of the ISIS Caliphate 

Coalition forces recaptured Raqqa and Mosul. However, 

ISIS cells continue to operate underground across the 

region. 



 

 
Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions 

International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism (1999) 
Criminalises terrorism financing and encourages cooperation in tracking and freezing terrorist assets. 
 

Resolution 1373 (2001) 

The UN Security Council adopted Resolution 1373 on September 28, 2001, in response to the 9/11 

attacks. It mandates Member States to suppress terrorism financing, enhance international cooperation, 

strengthen border control, and establish the Counter-Terrorism Committee to monitor compliance.  

 

UN Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) 

Obligates states to prevent non-state actors from acquiring weapons of mass destruction, including related 

materials. 

 

Resolution 1540 (2004) 

This resolution was adopted in response to the uncovering of the Abdul Qadeer Khan proliferation 

network and aims to close gaps in existing nonproliferation treaties by mandating that states criminalise 

weapons of mass destruction (WMD) proliferation activities, establish effective export controls, and 

secure sensitive materials, thus addressing the threat of terrorism and illicit trafficking of WMDs. 

 

UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2006)  
Provides a framework for addressing terrorism's root causes by focusing on building state capacity, and 

protecting human rights while combating terrorism. 
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2020-2023 

 

 

 

2024 

Drone Warfare Surge 

Terrorist and militia groups begin using commercial 

drones for reconnaissance and bombing raids in Iraq, 

Syria, and Yemen. 

Arms Trafficking from Sudan to Yemen 

Conflict in Sudan escalates, creating new smuggling 

routes for advanced weapons into terrorist hands in 

Yemen. 



 

 

Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) (2014) 
Regulates the international trade of conventional arms, aiming to prevent diversion to terrorists and 

organised crime. 

 

Resolution 2325 (2016) 
The UN Security Council Resolution 2325, adopted in 2016, calls for intensified efforts to prevent 

non-state actors from acquiring WMDs by strengthening the implementation of Resolution 1540 (2004). 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

US-Led Coalition Against ISIS (2014–Present)​

Formed to dismantle the Islamic State through airstrikes, ground operations, and intelligence cooperation 

through surrounding nations and covert operations. While it succeeded in territorial defeat, ideological 

spread continues. To demonstrate the magnitude of the operations, As of 2024, coalition operations have 

eliminated over 80,000 ISIS fighters and reclaimed more than 98% of the group's former territory in Iraq 

and Syria. 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)​

An intergovernmental body that combats money laundering and terrorist financing. Countries failing to 

meet standards are subject to international sanctions. UNODC Counter-Terrorism Programme supports 

capacity-building, legal reforms, and law enforcement cooperation to combat terrorism-related crime. 

UNODC Counter-Terrorism Programme​

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Counter-Terrorism Programme focuses on 

strengthening the legal and institutional capacities of member states to combat terrorism-related crime. It 

has implemented regional training initiatives across the Middle East, Africa, and Southeast Asia, 

including workshops on detecting terrorist financing, securing borders against illicit arms trafficking, and 

improving judicial cooperation in terrorism trials. Notably, UNODC has supported Iraq and Lebanon in 

drafting anti-terrorism legislation and helped Yemen and Libya develop mechanisms to trace the diversion 

of state weapons into militant hands. Between 2019 and 2024, the programme trained over 7,500 law 

enforcement officers and prosecutors across 30 countries, improving cross-border investigations and 

evidence collection. However, its effectiveness remains uneven—while countries with stable institutions 
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have integrated these reforms successfully, fragile states often struggle to sustain enforcement due to 

corruption and political instability. 

De-Radicalization Programs​

Initiatives in countries like Saudi Arabia and Egypt focus on rehabilitating former extremists through 

psychological counseling, religious re-education, and vocational training. Saudi Arabia’s Munasaha 

program, for example, combines theological dialogue with social reintegration support for former 

militants, achieving partial success in reducing recidivism. Egypt’s approach relies more heavily on 

religious institutions such as Al-Azhar University to counter extremist narratives through ideological 

correction. While these programs have shown promise in reducing the immediate threat of re-offending, 

their long-term success remains debated due to inconsistent follow-up, social stigma, and limited 

employment opportunities for reintegrated individuals. 

Interpol Fusion Task Forces​

Dedicated to tracking foreign terrorist fighters, these units operate alongside local law enforcement to 

prevent cross-border terrorism and disrupt transnational criminal networks. Since 2015, Interpol’s Fusion 

Task Forces have issued over 5,000 alerts related to suspected foreign terrorist fighters, significantly 

improving information sharing among member states. Their coordinated efforts have led to multiple 

arrests and the interception of individuals attempting to join or return from conflict zones in Syria and 

Iraq. However, varying levels of national cooperation and data-sharing restrictions continue to limit the 

full effectiveness of these operations. 

Drone Export Control Regimes​

Nations have implemented stricter export protocols to prevent non-state actors from acquiring aerial 

warfare capabilities. These include enhanced end-user verification, mandatory export licensing, and 

tighter oversight of dual-use components like GPS modules and high-resolution cameras. The United 

States and the European Union have aligned their policies with the Wassenaar Arrangement, requiring 

proof of legitimate buyers and end-use monitoring. However, gaps in commercial drone markets and 

online sales still allow militant groups to obtain and modify civilian models for reconnaissance and 

attacks. 
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Possible Solutions 

Enhanced Regional Intelligence Sharing​

Establish secure communication networks among Middle Eastern states and international partners for 

real-time intelligence sharing on arms trafficking, terrorist financing, and corrupt procurement networks. 

A regional intelligence database, possibly coordinated through INTERPOL or the UN Counter-Terrorism 

Committee, could standardize data on suspected arms dealers, compromised officials, and smuggling 

routes. Joint intelligence centers, modeled after the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre (JTAC) in the UK, 

would allow for faster response times and improved coordination in border control and counterterrorism 

operations. This would reduce duplication, increase transparency, and help close the information gaps 

exploited by terrorist groups. 

Anti-Corruption Task Forces​

Deploy UN-backed task forces in high-risk states to audit military procurement processes, arms storage, 

and border control systems. These units could include financial crime experts, auditors, and regional law 

enforcement representatives to identify and report cases of embezzlement, bribery, or weapons diversion. 

The UNODC and Transparency International could collaborate to establish a “Corruption Risk Index” for 

defense institutions, helping prioritize countries most in need of oversight. By tying international aid and 

arms sales to transparency benchmarks, member states could incentivize compliance and reduce the flow 

of weapons to terrorist networks. 

Drone and Cyber Weapon Regulation​

Introduce an international treaty or amendment under the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) to regulate the sale, 

modification, and export of drone and cyber technologies. This agreement could mandate end-user 

certification, serial number tracking, and export reporting for all dual-use components, preventing their 

diversion to non-state actors. States could also share drone flight data and suspected modification patterns 

through a UN-coordinated monitoring system. Furthermore, capacity-building programs could assist 

developing nations in enforcing these export controls, reducing the exploitation of weak regulatory 

systems by illicit arms traders. 

Reintegration Programs for Ex-Militants​

Support comprehensive reintegration programs offering job training, mental health services, and 

education to former terrorist affiliates. These programs would include community mentorship, vocational 

placement, and family reintegration initiatives to prevent relapse into extremist activities. Countries like 

Saudi Arabia’s Munasaha program and Indonesia’s Peaceful Hearts Initiative offer models for combining 
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religious re-education with social reintegration. Funding for such initiatives could come through UNDP or 

regional development funds, ensuring that disarmed or captured militants are reabsorbed into society 

rather than recycled into future conflicts. 

Funding Local Peacebuilding NGOs​

Support comprehensive reintegration programs offering job training, mental health services, and 

education to former terrorist affiliates. These programs would include community mentorship, vocational 

placement, and family reintegration initiatives to prevent relapse into extremist activities. Countries like 

Saudi Arabia’s Munasaha program and Indonesia’s Peaceful Hearts Initiative offer models for combining 

religious re-education with social reintegration.  

Targeting Terrorist Financing​

Support comprehensive reintegration programs offering job training, mental health services, and 

education to former terrorist affiliates. These programs should include community mentorship, vocational 

placement, and family reintegration initiatives to prevent relapse into extremist activities. Countries like 

Saudi Arabia’s Munasaha program and Indonesia’s Peaceful Hearts Initiative offer models for combining 

religious re-education with social reintegration.  
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